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Legend: B.C. dates at top of timeline are approximate. Note that 931BC marks the division of the Kingdom into Southern Tribes
(Judah and Benjamin) and Ten Northern Tribes. To avoid confusion be aware that after the division of the Kingdom in 931BC, the
Southern Kingdom is most often designated in Scripture as "Judah" and the Northern Kingdom as "Israel." Finally, note that 1
Chronicles 1-9 is not identified on the timeline because these chapters are records of genealogy.
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2 Chronicles 23:1 Now in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and took captains of hundreds: Azariah the son
of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Johanan, Azariah the son of Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of
Zichri, and they entered into a covenant with him.

seventh year (KJV): 2Ki 11:4-16 
covenant with him (KJV): 2Ch 15:12 1Sa 18:3 Ne 9:38 
See BELOW FOR BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR 1-2 CHRONICLES - adapted from Paul Apple's Bible Outlines

Related Passages:

JEHOIADA TAKES CHARGE
IN THE SEVENTH YEAR

Now in the seventh year Jehoiada (THE PRIEST) strengthened himself and (summoned his courage, boldly forming a
conspiracy and) took captains of hundreds: Azariah the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Johanan, Azariah the son of
Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of Zichri, and they entered into a covenant with him - Jehoiada

CLICK 2 CHRONICLES COMMENTARIES FOR MULTIPLE SERMONS AND
COMMENTARIES

MSG In the seventh year the priest Jehoiada decided to make his move and worked out a strategy with certain
influential officers in the army. He picked Azariah son of Jeroham, Ishmael son of Jehohanan, Azariah son of
Obed, Maaseiah son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat son of Zicri as his associates. They dispersed throughout
Judah and called in the Levites from all the towns in Judah along with the heads of families. They met in
Jerusalem. The gathering met in The Temple of God. They made a covenant there in The Temple. The priest
Jehoiada showed them the young prince and addressed them: “Here he is—the son of the king. He is going to
rule just as God promised regarding the sons of David. Now this is what you must do: A third of you priests
and Levites who come on duty on the Sabbath are to be posted as security guards at the gates; another third
will guard the palace; and the other third will guard the foundation gate. All the people will gather in the
courtyards of The Temple of God. No one may enter The Temple of God except the priests and designated
Levites—they are permitted in because they’ve been consecrated, but all the people must do the work
assigned them. The Levites are to form a ring around the young king, weapons at the ready. Kill anyone who
tries to break through your ranks. Your job is to stay with the king at all times and places, coming and going.”

2 Kings 11:4  Now in the seventh year Jehoiada sent and brought the captains of hundreds of the Carites and
of the guard, and brought them to him in the house of the LORD. Then he made a covenant with them and put
them under oath in the house of the LORD, and showed them the king’s son.
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was a wise, godly priest who held fast to God in days when others vacillated (see note below). He was  married to Jehoshabeath in
2 Chr. 22:11, who helped hide Joash in the temple chambers for six years.

Bob Utley on "captains of hundreds" From 2 Kgs. 11:4 this includes some foreign mercenaries (cf. 1 Chr. 18:17). This may be the
meaning of 2 Chr. 23:6, not just lay people (i.e., non-Levite), but not covenant people (i.e., Carites or Cherethites).

Andrew Hill: Jehoiada the priest is a clever strategist, planning his coup in three stages: - first assembling a coalition of conspirators
(23:1-3a), - then strategically deploying armed guards to ensure the safety of the king (23:3b-7), and - finally presenting Joash for
public installation as king of Judah (23:8-11).

Raymond Dillard: Though in Kings the emphasis is on the role played by the military in the coup (2 Kgs 11:4, “the captains of
hundreds, the Carites, and the guard”), the Chronicler has underscored instead the role of the priests and Levites. The Levites had a
traditional quasi-military role; in the absence of a military establishment in the post- exilic period, it is not surprising that the
Chronicler should emphasize the role of cultic personnel in the coup, not to mention his own concerns with the sacrosanctity of the
temple precincts. One of the difficulties in the chapter, however, is determining who did participate in the coup according to the
Chronicler’s account. Did he so emphasize the role of the priests and Levites as not to mention the participation of other elements in
society? The broadening circle of the conspiracy may have incorporated elements from all three sectors of society: the royal/military,
cultic, and private. The leaders of the ancestral families play a role in numerous crucial moments (1 Chr 29:6; 2 Chr 1; 2; 5:2; 19:8;
35:10; cf. Ezr 8:29).

Walton - priests’ political power. In much of the ancient Near East the priesthood wielded considerable political power. They had
land holdings, independent assets that came as gifts to the temple and an emotional hold on the people. In Israel the power of the
prophetic institution is more evident than that of the priests, but it is likely that the priests also carried some political clout. The wife of
the high priest Jehoiada, Jehosheba, was the daughter of Joram, the previous ruler, and thus Jehoiada was connected to the royal
line by marriage. (IVP Background Commentary - OT - page 445)

Matthew Henry Notes: Chapter: 23
Six years bloody Athaliah had tyrannised; in this chapter we have her deposed and slain, and Joash, the rightful heir, enthroned. We
had the story before nearly as it is here related, 2 Ki. 11:4, etc.

Verses: 2Ch 23:1-11

We may well imagine the bad posture of affairs in Jerusalem during Athaliah's six years' usurpation, and may wonder that God
permitted it and his people bore it so long; but after such a dark and tedious night the returning day in this revolution was the brighter
and the more welcome. The continuance of David's seed and throne was what God had sworn by his holiness (Ps. 89:35), and an
interruption was no defeasance; the stream of government here runs again in the right channel. The instrument and chief manager of
the restoration is Jehoiada, who appears to have been,

1. A man of great prudence, who reserved the young prince for so many years till he was fit to appear in public, and till the nation
had grown weary of the usurper, who prepared his work beforehand, and then effected it with admirable secrecy and expedition.
When God has work to do he will qualify and animate men for it.

2. A man of great interest. The captains joined with him, 2Ch 23:1. The Levites and the chief of the fathers of Israel came at his
call to Jerusalem (v. 2) and were there ready to receive his orders. See what a command wisdom and virtue will give men. The
Levites and all Judah did as Jehoiada commanded (2Ch 23:8), and, which is strange, all that were entrusted with the secret kept
their own counsel till it was executed. Thus the words of the wise are heard in quiet, Eccl. 9:17.

3. A man of great faith. It was not only common equity (much less his wife's relation to the royal family) that put him upon this
undertaking, but a regard to the word of God, and the divine entail of the crown (2Ch 23:3): The king's son shall reign, must reign,
as the Lord hath said. His eye to the promise, and dependence upon that, added a great deal of glory to this undertaking.

4. A man of great religion. This matter was to be done in the temple, which might occasion some breach of rule, and the necessity
of the case might be thought to excuse it; but he gave special order that none of the people should come into the house of the Lord,

I. Jehoiada prepared the people for the king, acquainted them with his design, armed them, and appointed
them their posts (2Ch 23:1-10).

II. He produced the king to the people, crowned him, and anointed him (2Ch 23:11).

III. He slew the usurper (2Ch 23:12-15).

IV. He reformed the kingdom, re-established religion, and restored the civil government (2Ch 23:16-21).

http://www.freebiblecommentary.org/old_testament_studies/VOL07BOT/VOL07BOT_23.html
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but the priests and Levites only, who were holy, upon pain of death, 2Ch 23:6, 7. Never let sacred things be profaned, no, not for the
support of civil rights.

5. A man of great resolution. When he had undertaken this business he went through with it, brought out the king, crowned him,
and gave him the testimony, 2Ch 23:11. He ventured his head, but it was in a good cause, and therefore he went on boldly. It is here
said that his sons joined with him in anointing the young king. One of them, it is likely, was that Zechariah whom Joash afterwards
put to death for reproving him (2Ch 24:20), which was so much the more ungrateful because he bore a willing part in anointing him.

QUESTION - Who was Jehoiada in the Bible?

ANSWER - The best known of the Jehoiadas in the Bible was a leading priest of Israel who served several of the kings of Judah.
After Israel split into two kingdoms, Judah, the southern kingdom, which included Jerusalem, remained more faithful to the Lord.
Jehoiada the priest married the sister of King Ahaziah of Judah. King Ahaziah reigned just one year before being killed.

Ahaziah’s power-hungry mother, Athaliah, smelled an opportunity. She rounded up all of her son’s family, anyone with a potential
claim to the throne, and had them all killed so she could become the queen (2 Kings 11:1). She missed only one in the slaughter.
When Ahaziah’s sister Jehoshabeath, Jehoiada’s wife, realized what Athaliah was up to, she hid the youngest of her nephews,
Joash, away (2Ki 11:2). Just a year old, Joash was too young to claim his rightful throne, but he was protected by Jehoiada and
Jehoshabeath in the temple of the Lord (2Ki 11:3).

Six years passed, during which the usurping queen mother Athaliah remained in power and the rightful king grew into a boy within
the temple courts. Finally, Jehoiada the priest decided the time had come to make the boy king. He called the captains of the guard
and influential Levites and other leaders of the people to come to Jerusalem. He let them all in on the secret that one of the king’s
sons still lived, the rightful heir to the throne as a direct descendant of David. The soldiers and the people agreed, under oath, to
provide protection and support for the king while he was being crowned and anointed in the temple (2 Chronicles 23:1–3).

When the day came, every person in the assembly stood ready to defend the young king (2 Chronicles 23:8–10). Jehoiada brought
Joash out, placed the crown on the boy, anointed him with oil, and gave to him the testimony (or royal law). The people clapped and
shouted, “Long live the king!” while the trumpets blared (2Ch 23:11).

Athaliah, the queen mother and Joash’s grandmother, heard the noise from the temple and came over from the palace (2 Chronicles
23:12). When she saw the scene surrounding a boy wearing the crown of the king, she realized what was going on. She screamed
out, “Treason!” and tore her own clothes in grief and fury (2Ch 23:13).

Jeohiada commanded the captains of the guard to take Queen Athaliah out of the temple and put her to death, along with anyone
who followed her. The guards obeyed, and Athaliah was executed by the Horse Gate on the palace grounds (2 Chronicles 23:15).
Serving now as the king’s proxy, Jehoiada made a covenant between the king and the people that they would be the Lord’s people
and no longer worship Baal as the queen mother had allowed (2Ch 23:16). The people stormed and destroyed the temple of Baal
and killed the idolatrous chief priest (2Ch 23:17).

Joash, just seven years old, assumed the throne and reigned as king over Judah for 40 years. Thanks to his adviser Jehoiada,
Joash was known as one of the good kings of Judah who served the Lord. Together, Joash and Jehoiada oversaw extensive repairs
to the Lord’s temple that had gone neglected for far too long. 2 Kings 12:1–3 says that Joash “did what was right in the eyes of the
Lord all the years Jehoiada the priest instructed him.”

Jehoiada lived to be an impressive 130 years old and blessed the kingdom of Judah with his godly wisdom and able direction. Highly
regarded by the people for his service both to the kings of Judah and the house of God, Jehoiada the priest was buried in Jerusalem
in the place of the kings. Unfortunately, after Jehoiada died, King Joash began listening to wicked advisers, and Baal and Asherah
worship revived in Judah (2 Chronicles 24:17–19).

You can read more of Jehoiada’s story in 2 Kings 11–12 and 2 Chronicles 22:10–24:16.GotQuestions.org

2 Chronicles 23:2 They went throughout Judah and gathered the Levites from all the cities of Judah, and the heads of the
fathers’ households of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem.

went about (KJV): Ps 112:5 Mt 10:16 Eph 5:15 
the chief of (KJV): Houbigant omits the words of Israel.  Bp. Patrick, however, is of the opinion that Judah is here called by the
general name of Israel:  but it is probable, that these "chief fathers of Israel," were the descendants of those priests and
Levites, and other pious persons of the ten tribes, who left their cities and possessions, and joined themselves to Judah, in the
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days of Jeroboam.  See the parallel passages. 2Ch 11:13-17 1Ch 15:12 24:6 

They went throughout Judah and gathered the Levites from all the cities of Judah, and the heads of the fathers’
households of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem - Don't be confused for Israel is used here to refer to the southern kingdom (cf
"Israel" in 2 Chr. 11:13-17; 2Ch 12:6; 2Ch 21:2.) and not the northern kingdom which is often called Israel in other contexts. 

Bob Utley - Jehoiada assembled a Levite army to protect the rightful Davidic heir (cf. 2 Kgs. 11:4-20). This is not mentioned in the 2
Kings parallel. The Chronicler is always promoting the Levites!

2 Chronicles 23:3 Then all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of God. And Jehoiada said to them,
“Behold, the king’s son shall reign, as the LORD has spoken concerning the sons of David.

made a covenant (KJV): 2Ch 23:16 2Sa 5:3 2Ki 11:17 1Ch 11:3 
as the Lord (KJV): 2Ch 6:16 7:18 21:7 2Sa 7:12,16 1Ki 2:4 9:5 1Ch 9:9-27 Ps 89:29,36 

Then all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of God. And Jehoiada said to them, “Behold, the king’s
son shall reign, as the LORD has spoken concerning the sons of David - There is an interesting play on words (or thoughts
concerning "covenant"), for here all the assembly agree to a solemn, binding covenant the effect of which would be to assure the
integrity of the Davidic Covenant and ultimately the line of the Messiah, for the one surviving son was the sole survivor in the line of
David! Satan would have loved to snuff out Joash's life and void the Davidic Covenant that promised the Messiah! 

2 Chronicles 23:4 “This is the thing which you shall do: one third of you, of the priests and Levites who come in on the
sabbath, shall be gatekeepers,

entering (KJV): 1Ch 23:3-6 24:3-6 Lu 1:8,9 
porters (KJV): 1Ch 26:13-16 

Related Passage: 

THE COUP
TAKES SHAPE

This is the thing which you shall do: one third of you, of the priests and Levites who come in on the sabbath, shall be
gatekeepers,

J.A. Thompson points out that "The arrangement for carrying out the crowning of Joash and the removal of Athaliah centered on
the change in the shifts of temple personnel. There would be the maximum number of armed personnel for the coup as well as a
large number of persons moving about in the temple so as not to arouse any suspicion in the mind of Athaliah, who would see these

AMP Then all the assembly made a covenant in the house of God with the king [that is, with the child Joash, to
overthrow Athaliah by proclaiming his sovereignty]. And Jehoiada [the priest] said to them, “Behold, the king’s
son [Joash] shall reign, as the Lord has said in regard to the sons of David.

AMPC And all the assembly made a covenant in the house of God with the king [little Joash, to suddenly
proclaim his sovereignty and overthrow Athaliah’s tyranny]. And Jehoiada the priest said to them, Behold, the
king’s son shall reign, as the Lord has said of the offspring of David.

CEB The entire assembly made a covenant with the king in God’s temple. Jehoiada said, “Look! Here is the
king’s son. He must be king, just as the Lord promised about David’s descendants.

2 Kings 11:5-8 He commanded them, saying, “This is the thing that you shall do: one third of you, who come in
on the sabbath and keep watch over the king’s house 6 (one third also shall be at the gate Sur, and one third
at the gate behind the guards), shall keep watch over the house for defense. 7 “Two parts of you, even all who
go out on the sabbath, shall also keep watch over the house of the LORD for the king. 8 “Then you shall
surround the king, each with his weapons in his hand; and whoever comes within the ranks shall be put to
death. And be with the king when he goes out and when he comes in.” 
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changes taking place daily. However, neither the details here nor in 2 Kgs 11:5-8 are clear, no doubt due to our ignorance about their
procedures.

2 Chronicles 23:5 and one third shall be at the king’s house, and a third at the Gate of the Foundation; and all the people
shall be in the courts of the house of the LORD.

the king's house (KJV): 2Ki 11:5,6 Eze 44:2,3 46:2,3 
the gate (KJV): Ac 3:2 

and one third shall be at the king’s house, and a third at the Gate of the Foundation; and all the people shall be in the
courts of the house of the LORD

Walton - The Foundation Gate is called the Sur Gate in 2 Kings 11:6. Its location cannot be determined with certainty. (IVP
Background Commentary - OT - page 445)

2 Chronicles 23:6 “But let no one enter the house of the LORD except the priests and the ministering Levites; they may
enter, for they are holy. And let all the people keep the charge of the LORD.

they that minister (KJV): 2Ki 11:6,7 1Ch 23:28-32 

But let no one enter the house of the LORD except the priests and the ministering Levites; they may enter, for they are
holy. And let all the people keep the charge of the LORD

Bob Utley - This limiting of access was for two purposes. It renewed the sanctity of the temple courts (i.e., Num. 1:15; 3:10,38;
18:7). It excluded any followers of Athaliah to enter.

2 Chronicles 23:7 “The Levites will surround the king, each man with his weapons in his hand; and whoever enters the
house, let him be killed. Thus be with the king when he comes in and when he goes out.”  

the Levites (KJV): 2Ki 11:8,9 
whosoever (KJV): Ex 19:12,13 21:14 Nu 3:10,38 

The Levites will surround the king, each man with his weapons in his hand; and whoever enters the house, let him be
killed. Thus be with the king when he comes in and when he goes out

2 Chronicles 23:8 So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded. And each one of
them took his men who were to come in on the sabbath, with those who were to go out on the sabbath, for Jehoiada the
priest did not dismiss any of the divisions.

the Levites (KJV): 2Ki 11:9 
the courses (KJV): 1Ch 24:1-26:32 

So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded. And each one of them took his men
who were to come in on the sabbath, with those who were to go out on the sabbath, for Jehoiada the priest did not dismiss
any of the divisions.

Bob Utley - "did not dismiss any of the divisions" This accumulation of Levites in the temple area had to be done secretly over
time, so as not to cause Athaliah or her guards to notice.

2 Chronicles 23:9 Then Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains of hundreds the spears and the large and small shields
which had been King David’s, which were in the house of God.
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spears: 1Sa 21:9 2Sa 8:7 
which were in the house of God: When the soldier retired from the tumults of war to the bosom of his family, he frequently
hung up his arms in the temple, as a grateful acknowledgment of the protection he had received, and of the victories he had
won.  It is highly probable, therefore, that the arms of David which Jehoiada delivered to the captains of hundreds, "which
were in the house of God," were laid up in the tabernacle by David when he resigned the command of his armies to his
generals; and there is reason to believe that his conduct, in this respect, was followed by many of his companions in arms.

Then Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains of hundreds the spears and the large and small shields which had been King
David’s, which were in the house of God.

Bob Utley - Jehoiada passed out the weapons that were kept in the temple. David's shields of gold ‒ 2 Sam. 8:7 Solomon's shields
of gold ‒ 1Kgs. 10:16-17; 14:26-27; 2 Chr. 9:16 Shishak of Egypt took Solomon's shields of gold and Rehoboam replaced them
with bronze ones, 2 Chr. 12:9-10

Raymond Dillard has an interesting note that "It was appropriate that the weapons used to restore rule to a descendant of David
had belonged to David."

Walton - weapons from the temple. It is not certain where these weapons were stored, as there is no mention of a temple armory in
Scripture. Likely these are ceremonial pieces used by the king in processionals and kept on display. It is possible that they also
included important weapons that had been captured in battle or taken as tribute. The Hebrew terms used for the weapons are rare.
The Hebrew term that the NIV translates as “small shield” was long obscure but is now recognized as a technical term borrowed
from Aramaic referring to a bow case. Ceremonial bow cases are pictured in later Persian reliefs. (IVP Background Commentary -
OT - page 445)

2 Chronicles 23:10 He stationed all the people, each man with his weapon in his hand, from the right side of the house to
the left side of the house, by the altar and by the house, around the king. 

side of the temple (KJV): Heb. shoulder of the house, 2Ki 11:11 
along by (KJV): 2Ch 6:12 Ex 40:6 

He stationed all the people, each man with his weapon in his hand, from the right side of the house to the left side of the
house, by the altar and by the house, around the king - See ALTAR OF SACRIFICE. 

Walton - The palace guard apparently surrounded the palace on all sides and protected the route from the palace to the temple.
From its description in 1 Kings, the temple of Solomon appears to have been enclosed in the larger palace complex. Very little is
known of the layout of the temple precinct and palace complex of this time.(IVP Background Commentary - OT - page 445)

2 Chronicles 23:11 Then they brought out the king’s son and put the crown on him, and gave him the testimony and made
him king. And Jehoiada and his sons anointed him and said, “Long live the king!”

They brought (KJV): 2Ch 22:11 2Ki 11:12 
put upon (KJV): 2Sa 1:10 Ps 21:3 89:39 132:18 Heb 2:9 Jas 1:12 2:5 Rev 4:4,10 Rev 5:10 19:12 
the testimony (KJV): Ex 25:16 31:18 De 17:18-20 Ps 2:10-12 78:5 Isa 8:16,20 49:23 
anointed him (KJV): 1Sa 10:1 2Sa 5:3 1Ki 1:39 Ps 89:20 Ac 4:26,27 
God save the king (KJV): Heb. Let the king live, 1Sa 10:24 2Sa 16:16 1Ki 1:34 Mt 21:9 

Crowns of Ancient Kings

Then they brought out the king’s son and put the crown on him, and gave him the testimony and made him king. And
Jehoiada and his sons anointed him and said, “Long live the king! - See 2Sa 10:24; 1Ki 1:25,34,39 cry of "Long live the king."
(lit. "may the king live")

August Konkel: The coronation affirms the commitment of the king to lead the people according to the book of the covenant, which
was to be kept at his side. This commitment obligates the people be loyal to the new king. . . The covenant had three aspects: a vow
between God and the king, God and the people, and the king with the people. The Chronicler expresses this as a vow between
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priest, king, and people, together they vow to be the people of the Lord. The first vow included the eradication of Baal worship. The
institution of temple worship according to the arrangements made by David is a way of emphasizing the restoration of the Davidic
rule.

Raymond Dillard: The copy of the covenant given to Jehoiada was probably the arrangement agreed to in 2Ch 23:3; alternatively it
could be a copy of the law, received from the hands of a priest, as envisioned in Deut 17:18. If it represented a document somewhat
curbing royal authority in favor of the temple, it may have set the stage for the disagreement between Joash and Jehoiada in 2Ch
24:4–12.

Frederick Mabie: While it is unclear whether this is a copy of the law (cf. Dt 17:18-20) or another significant document or symbol of
the (Davidic or Mosaic) covenant, the emphasis is that the enthronement of Joash is meant to be in accord with God’s Word and that
his subsequent reign should likewise be faithful to covenantal stipulations.

Mark Boda: The rituals associated with the installation of a king appear to have included: (1) gathering at a significant place; (2)
assembling leading royal, sacred, military, and secular officials as well as the populace; (3) anointing the royal figure with oil (SEE
"ANOINTING" IN THE BIBLE); (4) blowing the trumpet; and (5) people declaring, “Long live the king.” The liturgy used for such
occasions is never provided, but many have suggested that Psalm 2 and Psalm 110 may preserve parts of this liturgy. According to
2 Kings 11:14, the Temple had become the customary place for the coronation of the king in Israel, and since this location was
under Jehoiada’s control, he could easily manipulate the situation.

Walton - testimony - This appears to be a document that frames a constitution or charter of some sort. One possibility is that it
details the people’s subordination to the king and the king’s subordination to the Lord. In Egypt the coronation ceremony involved a
proclamation by the god Thoth that gave the official approval of the gods for the king’s accession. The theme of a covenant between
king, subject people and god can also be found in the Hittite annals of the late second millennium B.C. and Assyrian vassal loyalty
oaths during the mid-first millennium B.C. In Assyrian records there is a ceremony where Esarhaddon of Assyria made a binding
covenant with the people of Assyria to be loyal to his successor, Ashurbanipal. What is different in Scripture is the mention of a
document that was physically handed over to the king, which is not mentioned in the extrafbiblical sources.  anointing. The acts
here are regular features of the accession ritual of the kings of Israel and Judah. First, the ram’s horn was blown to signify the
people’s recognition and submission to the new king. The phrase “long live the king” is attested in a number of places in the
historical books of Scripture and in the enthronement psalms (47, 93, 96, 97, 99). It was used after the accession of the king to the
throne. The anointing of the king was also a symbolic gesture of the divine favor of the king before Yahweh. For more information on
anointing see comment on 1 Samuel 16:1.(IVP Background Commentary - OT - page 445)

John Kitto -   A Coronation—II Kings 11:4–16; II Chronicles 23:1–15

For all that appears in the narrative, the six years of Athaliah’s reign were quiet and undisturbed; and she doubtless flattered herself,
that her throne was established, and that the people were contented with her government. But they were only silent—only waited
because they knew not what to do. They had no leader; and, what was more, they had no ostensible object to fix their attention; for
there appeared not, nor was there supposed to exist, any claimant of the throne of David to rouse them to action.

At length, when the power of Athaliah seemed most secure, it began to be secretly whispered, that a young scion of the royal house
had escaped the massacre. And it was so. The youngest of the doomed, Joash by name, then a mere infant of a year old, was
saved by his aunt, Jehoshabeath, daughter of king Jehoram, and wife to the high-priest Jehoiada, who privately introduced him and
his nurse into the temple, where he was preserved and brought up in the chambers of the high-priest. When the child was seven
years old, Jehoiada considered the time was come to put an end to this unseemly usurpation, and to restore the true heir to the
throne of his fathers. The present state of things, besides being a great public wrong, was a scandal to religion, not to be endured
one moment longer than necessity compelled. The high-priest took his measures with great prudence and skill. He communicated
the fact, with his plans, to those on whom he could rely; and rejoiced to find a great readiness on all hands to enter into his views,
and carry out his designs.

The Sabbath day was chosen for the demonstration, because then there would be a great number of the people present, and still
more, because he could then obtain a double force of priests and Levites; for at the change of the weekly turn of service, he would
be enabled to detain those who were to go out, and add them to those who had come in for the service of the ensuing week. For
these to enter the temple in arms would have prematurely awakened suspicion; they were therefore furnished with the swords and
spears which, as we now first learn, were deposited within the temple. Even the officers of Athaliah’s guard, or at least some of
them, had been gained over, and lent the important sanction of their presence to the proceedings. Indeed, we may presume that
Jehoiada would hardly have taken this bold step, had he not previously ascertained that the troops were not hearty in the service of
Athaliah, and were prepared to hail the restoration of the royal line with gladness. All being ready, and the Levites properly stationed
to guard the person of the young king and the approach to the temple, when the people assembled at the morning sacrifice, they
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were astonished at this strange display of military armament within the temple, wondering what this might mean. But, while
astonishment held them mute, the high-priest appeared, conducting a fair boy to a stage under the pillar which formed the usual
station of the kings when they came to the temple. He then, with a loud voice, proclaimed who he was, and proceeded to anoint him,
and to place the crown-royal on his head, while the trumpets sounded, and the people hailed the act with loud acclamations of “Long
live the king!”

The noise of this rapturous uproar in the temple reached the palace, and Athaliah hurried off to learn its cause. What she there
beheld, revealed the truth to her at once. She rent her clothes, and shouted, “Treason! treason!” But no voice responded to her cry;
no friends gathered around her; no arm was lifted in her cause; and on a word from Jehoiada, she was hurried forth from the temple
and put to death. Hers was the only blood shed in this well-managed revolution, except that of Mattan, the high-priest of Baal, who
was slain at the altar, when the people hastened to destroy the idol temple. We do not recollect any revolution of such great
importance that took place so peacefully, and at so little cost of blood.

The kings of Judah usually succeeded each other with little if any ceremony, without even the anointing; the solemn inauguration of
the founder of the dynasty being usually considered sufficient for his descendants. The only kings whose accession was attended
with ceremonial observances were Saul, the first king; David, the first of his line, Solomon, who had an elder brother aspiring to the
crown; and now Joash, in whose person the broken line was restored. By this it is seen, that the coronation was rather an
exceptional than a customary ceremony, resorted to only when peculiar circumstances seemed to require the solemn public
recognition which it involved.

The ceremonies are more particularly described in this case than in any other, though still with great conciseness. “He brought forth
the king’s son, and put the crown upon him, and gave him the testimony: and made him king, and anointed him; and they clapped
their hands, and said, God save the king!”600 Again, it is stated that “the king stood by a pillar, as the manner was, and the princes
and the trumpeters by the king; and all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets.”

There is nothing in the law respecting the anointing of kings, only of high-priests; but as Samuel anointed the two first kings, and as it
was an ancient custom to anoint them, this came to be regarded as a most essential part of the ceremony. Its antiquity is evinced by
the monuments of Egypt, which exhibit this anointing of kings by priests. The kings were usually, but not indispensably, anointed
with the same “holy anointing oil,” stored up in the temple, as was used in the anointing of the priests; but the Jewish Rabbinical
writers tell us, there was this curious difference in the form of anointing, that the king was anointed in the form of a diadem encircling
his head, to show that he was the head of the people; but that the high-priest was anointed in the form of a cross, one line drawn in
the oil, running down his forehead, crossed by another line drawn between his eyebrows. The Scriptural expression, as well as the
Egyptian monuments, would, however, rather suggest that the oil was poured out somewhat copiously upon the head. One who had
been himself royally anointed, describes the oil with which Aaron was anointed, as running down his beard to his garments. Psalm
133:2.

After the king had been anointed, the officiating priest, or prophet, gave the king what the Jews call the kiss of majesty or greatness,
but what we should call the kiss of homage. This was upon the forehead, or between the eyes. It is recorded that Samuel so kissed
Saul; and, although the act is not afterwards historically mentioned, it was probably retained, as there is a distinct allusion to it in
Psalm 2:12. “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry.” The crown was then placed upon the king’s head. This was probably a stiff cap or
turban, enriched with gold and jewels, such as are still used in the East, and which was doubtless worn, as at present, only on
occasions of high state.

The “testimony” was then, as in the case before us, put into the royal hands. This was the book of the law, and while the prince held
it, he entered into a covenant with God, to observe and keep his commandments as set forth therein. Then he entered into an
engagement upon oath with the people, to govern them with justice, and to violate none of their rights and privileges; while the
people, on their part, took a kind of oath of allegiance, and promised faithful obedience to him. The trumpets then sounded, and the
people hailed their king. But the ceremonies of the day were not complete until the new sovereign had been conducted in high state
from the temple to the palace, and was put in actual possession of the kingdom by being placed upon the throne, where none but
the king dared, it is said, to be seated on pain of death. But if a king were proclaimed when another was in possession of the throne,
the guards of the new monarch, to supply this defect in the ceremonies, would place him upon some kind of eminence, so as to
raise him above the rest of the people. Thus Jehu was acknowledged as king by his captains, when they extemporized a throne for
him, by setting him at the head of the stairs, and spreading their clothes under his feet.

On such an occasion many sacrifices were offered, and a splendid feast was held, at which the nobles and high officers were
entertained with great state and magnificence—in fact, a coronation feast. The poor also were liberally cared for, and there were few
who were left unprovided with “a loaf of bread, a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine.”   



2 Chronicles 23:12 When Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the king, she came into the house of
the LORD to the people.

Now when (KJV): 2Ki 11:13-16 
she came (KJV): 2Ki 9:32-37

EVIL ATHALIAH
IS AROUSED

When Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the king, she came into the house of the LORD to the
people.

Iain Duguid: The coronation was met with two contrasting responses. “All the people of the land” and “the captains and the
trumpeters and the singers” were exuberant. As elsewhere, the Chronicler adds details of “singers . . . leading in the celebration” (or
“hymns”). Athaliah, however, shouted out, “Treason! Treason!” (The word is used later of other acts of “conspiring” that led to a
killing; 2Ch 24:21, 25–26; 2Ch 25:27; 2Ch 33:24–25.) She “tore her clothes,” an action linked elsewhere with mourning, submission
and repentance, and despair; here it was possibly an expression of powerlessness. Her death followed, after Jehoiada made sure it
did not violate the sacred temple precincts.

Matthew Henry Notes: Verses: 12-21
Here we have,

I. The people pleased, 2Ch 23:12, 13. When the king stood at his pillar, whose right it was to stand there, all the people of the land
rejoiced to see a rod sprung out of the stem of Jesse, Isa. 11:1. When it seemed a withered root in a dry ground, to see what they
despaired of ever seeing-a king of the house of David, what a pleasing surprise was it to them! They ran in transports of joy to see
this sight, praised the king, and praised God, for they had with them such as taught to sing praise.

II. Athaliah slain. She ran upon the point of the sword of justice; for, imagining her interest much better than it was, she ventured
into the house of the Lord at that time, and cried, Treason, treason! But nobody seconded her, or sided with her. The pride of her
heart deceived her. She thought all her own, whereas none were cordially so. Jehoiada, as protector in the king's minority, ordered
her to be slain (2Ch 23:14), which was done immediately (2Ch 23:15), only care was taken that she should not be slain in the house
of the Lord, that sacred place must not be so far disgraced, nor that wicked woman so far honoured.

III. The original contract agreed to, v2Ch 23:16. In the Kings it is said that Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord, the
people, and the king, 2 Ki. 11:17. Here it is said to be between himself, the people, and the king; for he, as God's priest, was his
representative in this transaction, or a sort of mediator, as Moses was. The indenture was tripartite, but the true intent and meaning
of the whole was that they should be the Lord's people. God covenanted by Jehoiada to take them for his people; the king and
people covenanted with him to be his; and then the king covenanted with the people to govern them as the people of God, and the
people with the king to be subject to him as the Lord's people, in his fear and for his sake. Let us look upon ourselves and one
another as the Lord's people, and this will have a powerful influence upon us in the discharge of all our duty both to God and man.

IV. Baal destroyed, 2Ch 23:17. They would not have done half their work if they had only destroyed the usurper of the king's right,
and not the usurper of God's right-if they had asserted the honour of the throne, and not that of the altar. The greatest grievance of
Athaliah's reign was the bringing in of the worship of Baal, and supporting of that; therefore that must be abolished in the first place.
Down with Baal's house, his altars, his images; down with them all, and let the blood of his priests be mingled with his sacrifices; for
God had commanded that seducers to idolatry should be put to death, Deu. 13:5, 6.

V. The temple service revived, 2Ch 23:18, 19. This had been neglected in the last reigns, the priest and people wanting either
power or zeal to keep it up when they had princes that were disaffected to it. But Jehoiada restored the offices of the house of the
Lord, which in the late times had been disturbed and invaded, to the proper course and proper hands.

1. He appointed the priests to their courses, for the due offering of sacrifices, according to the law of Moses.

2. The singers to theirs, according to the appointment of David. The sacrifices (it should seem) were offered
with rejoicing and singing, and with good reason. We joy in God when we receive the atonement, Rom. 5:11.
3. The porters were put in their respective posts as David ordered (2Ch 23:19), and their office was to take
care that none who were upon any account ceremonially unclean should be admitted into the courts of the
temple.



VI. The civil government re-established, 2Ch 23:20. They brought the king in state to his own palace, and set him upon the throne
of the kingdom, to give law, and give judgment, either in his own person or by Jehoiada his tutor. Thus was this happy revolution
perfected. The generality of the people rejoiced in it, and the rest were quiet and made no opposition, 2Ch 23:21. When the Son of
David is enthroned in the soul all is quiet and springs of joy are opened.

2 Chronicles 23:13 She looked, and behold, the king was standing by his pillar at the entrance, and the captains and the
trumpeters were beside the king. And all the people of the land rejoiced and blew trumpets, the singers with their musical
instruments leading the praise. Then Athaliah tore her clothes and said, “Treason! Treason!”

she looked (KJV): Ps 14:5 
the king (KJV): 2Ch 34:31 2Ki 23:3 
and the princes (KJV): Nu 10:1-10 1Ch 15:24 
all the people (KJV): 1Ki 1:39,40 1Ch 12:40 Pr 11:10 29:2 
sounded (KJV): Judges 7:8,18-22 2Ki 9:13 
the singers (KJV): 1Ch 15:16-22,27 25:1-8 
Then Athaliah (KJV): Ec 9:12 
Treason (KJV): Heb. Conspiracy, 1Ki 18:17,18 2Ki 9:23 Ro 2:1,2 

PAYBACK FOR A 
TREACHEROUS QUEEN!

She looked, and behold, the king was standing by his pillar at the entrance, and the captains and the trumpeters were
beside the king. And all the people of the land rejoiced and blew trumpets, the singers with their musical instruments
leading the praise. Then Athaliah tore her clothes (cf GRIEVING RITES) and said, “Treason! Treason!” - Her "treason" was
Yahweh's justice, for her treachery and treason to usurp the crown from Joash (and his deceased brothers). 

Athaliah’s very presence there was an act of treason in itself
because she had usurped the legitimate authority of the boy-king Joash.

J.A. Thompson: Athaliah went to the temple to investigate. This was to her undoing (2 Chr 23:15). There she saw the legitimate
boy-king standing by “his pillar,” the customary place for a king to stand when making a public proclamation. The place was “at the
entrance,” that is, the entrance from the court of the city to the inner court. Athaliah could not help being taken aback and cried
aloud, “Treason!” Such a cry from the mouth of Athaliah was full of irony. Athaliah’s very presence there was an act of treason in
itself because she had usurped the legitimate authority of the boy-king Joash.

Walton - king’s pillar. This may have been one of the two entry pillars at the entrance of the temple, Jachin and Boaz (see
comment on 1 Kings 7:15–22). Ezekiel describes the “prince’s station” at the “doorposts of the gate” of the temple (Ezek 46:2). The
king may have stood on some kind of a platform reserved only for himself..(IVP Background Commentary - OT - page 444)

G Campbell Morgan - 2 Chr 23.13.
There is tremendous dramatic power in that sentence. It is a further proof of the truth emphasized in the words of our previous note,
that of the powerlessness of evil. Athaliah had done everything within her power to secure her own position, and to gain her own
ends. With vindictive cruelty she had, as she thought, destroyed all the seed-royal of the house of Judah. She was wrong. No evil
passions, however thorough their methods, are able to frustrate Divine purposes. Against the wickedness of one woman, God had
set in motion the compassion of another. Jehoshabeath had rescued Joash, and for six years with patient persistence had cared for
him under the shelter of the Temple. Now at last the day had come when the well-kept secret should be divulged. The boy was
brought out, anointed, and crowned amid the plaudits of the people. Athaliah, hearing the shoutings, came to the Temple, and: "She
looked, and behold, the king stood by his pillar at the entrance." Then she knew the powerlessness of evil. In vain she cried:
"Treason! Treason!" Her own treason against the true and abiding King of the nation was defeated. Thus, sooner or later, and in
ways equally dramatic, the moment arrives when those who plot and plan against Heaven and righteousness, find themselves
looking at the evidences of the triumph of God and of goodness over all their wickedness.

2 Chronicles 23:14 Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hundreds who were appointed over the army and said to
them, “Bring her out between the ranks; and whoever follows her, put to death with the sword.” For the priest said, “Let her
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not be put to death in the house of the LORD.”

Have her forth (KJV): The Vulgate has here, and in the parallel place, {Educite illam extra septa templi,} "Take her out beyond
the precincts of the temple."  These were walls erected in parallel lines, and forming an extensive range of buildings around
the sacred edifice. Ex 21:14 
whoso followeth her (KJV): He who takes her part let him be instantly slain. 2Ki 10:25 11:8,15 
Slay her not (KJV): Eze 9:7 

Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hundreds who were appointed over the army and said to them, “Bring her
out between the ranks; and whoever follows her, put to death with the sword.” For the priest said, “Let her not be put to
death in the house of the LORD. They were to march Athaliah out of the Temple between the ranks of soldiers and kill any who
might try to rescue her. 

Josephus Antiquities 9.7.3., says Athaliah came with her royal guard whom she ordered to kill the crowned child, but she was
stopped and she and her supporters killed.

2 Chronicles 23:15 So they seized her, and when she arrived at the entrance of the Horse Gate of the king’s house, they
put her to death there.

the horse gate (KJV): This gate was in the eastern wall of the city, towards the brook Kidron, (Jer 31:40,) at which the king's
horses probably went out from the stables at Millo.  It was near the temple; and some Rabbins suppose that, in order to go to
the temple, a person might go on horseback to this place, but was then obliged to alight. Ne 3:28 
they slew her there (KJV): 2Ch 22:10 Judges 1:7 Ps 5:6 55:23 Mt 7:2 Jas 2:13 Rev 16:5-7 

So they seized her, and when she arrived at the entrance of the Horse Gate of the king’s house, they put her to death there.

Frederick Mabie says that "The Horse Gate was associated with death and judgment (cf. Jer 31:40)."

G. Campbell Morgan: Her own treason against the true and abiding King of the nation was defeated. Thus, sooner or later, and in
ways equally dramatic, the moment arrives when those who plot and plan against Heaven and righteousness, find themselves
looking at the evidences of the triumph of God and of goodness over all their wickedness.

Cyril Barber postulates and is probably correct writing "Athaliah’s body was probably dragged through the streets to the Valley of
Hinnom (which served as the city’s refuse dump) or else taken there on an open cart. Once the soldiers had passed through the
Dung Gate her corpse was probably dumped out with the other garbage. A slow burning fire would gradually have consumed her
remains. Athaliah’s body was not interred with the kings of Judah because she had usurped the throne." (2 Chronicles) 

Walton - Horse Gate on the palace grounds. The Horse Gate was a gate of the temple enclosure and not the Horse Gate of the
city. It may have been a passage through which mounted riders entered the city from the east (Jer 31:40).(IVP Background
Commentary - OT - page 444)

2 Chronicles 23:16 Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself and all the people and the king, that they would be
the LORD’S people.

made a covenant (KJV): 2Ch 15:12,14 29:10 34:31,32 De 5:2,3 29:1-15 2Ki 11:17 Ezr 10:3 Ne 5:12,13 9:38 10:29-39 
that they should (KJV): De 26:17-19 Jos 24:21-25 Isa 44:5 

Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself and all the people and the king, that they would be the LORD’S people.

Andrew Hill: The coronation of Joash climaxes with a covenant-renewal ceremony led by Jehoiada the priest (2Ch 23:16). Two
distinct but related covenants are enacted in the aftermath of the coup against Athaliah. The first covenant is ratified by the king and
the people of Jerusalem, reestablishing the authority of Davidic kingship in Judah (2Ch 23:3, 11; cf. 2 Kings 11:17b). The second
pact is a covenant-renewal ceremony binding king and people in obedience to the law of Moses (2 Chron. 23:16; cf. 2 Kings
11:17a). The covenant renewal with Yahweh prompts the reform of religious practice in Judah. False worship is purged form the land
by destroying the temple of Baal in Jerusalem and executing the priest of Baal, Mattan (2Ch 23:17; cf. Deut. 13:5-10). Little is known
about the temple of Baal in Jerusalem, but it may have been built as part of a marriage contract between Jehoram and Athaliah (cf.
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2 Kings 11:1-8). The first covenant rids the land of Athaliah, the illegitimate usurper of the Davidic throne, and reinstates Davidic
kingship in Judah. The second covenant renews Yahweh’s relationship with Judah as God’s people and reorganizes temple worship
according to the law of Moses. The destruction of the Baal temple in Jerusalem and the purification of temple worship mirrors similar
reforms taking place in the northern kingdom at the same time under the leadership of Jehu (cf. 2 Kings 9). For the Chronicler, the
restoration of proper temple worship is no less important than the reestablishment of Davidic kingship in Judah.

Martin Selman: The covenant is different from that in verse 11, since this one is made between the people and God rather than the
people and the king. The follow-up confirms this distinction, since verses 17-21 are concerned more with religious matters in general
than with the specific issue in verses 4-15 of who should be the rightful king. The aim of this covenant was to put current wrongs
right. As often in Chronicles, it resulted in a purge of pagan worship (v. 17; cf. 2 Ch. 15:12-16; 34:31-33) in obedience to the
Deuteronomic law (cf. Dt. 4:23; 7:6). It also led to the reinstitution of the twin pillars of the Davidic covenant, reorganized temple
worship according to God’s law (vv. 17-19) and setting the Davidic king on the rightful throne (v. 20-21).

2 Chronicles 23:17 And all the people went to the house of Baal and tore it down, and they broke in pieces his altars and
his images, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars.

the house of Baal (KJV): 2Ch 34:4,7 2Ki 10:25-28 11:18 18:4 
brake his altars (KJV): De 12:3 Isa 2:18 Zec 13:2,3 
slew Mattan (KJV): De 13:5,9 1Ki 18:40 2Ki 11:18,19 

And all the people went to the house of Baal and tore it down, and they broke in pieces his altars and his images, and
killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars.

Bob Utley - The fact there was a temple and priesthood of Ba'al in Jerusalem shows the level of idolatry that "the house of Ahab"
had caused in Judah (especially Jezebel and Athaliah). Josephus, Antiq. 9.7.4., says Athaliah ran to the temple of Ba'al which she
and her husband had built in Jerusalem.

J. Barton Payne: They didn’t stop at destroying the building itself; they went on to destroy both the sacred objects dedicated to Baal
and to kill Mattan the priest of Baal. The execution of “Mattan the priest of Baal” carried out the requirement of God’s Word directed
against those who should lead others into false religion (Deuteronomy 13:5-10).

Walton - house of Baal. This is the only reference to the “House of Baal” in Jerusalem (parallel to 2 Kings 11:18). Thus its location
can only be a source of speculation. It may have been a private shrine in the vicinity of the palace. There is, however, a large
structure excavated at Ramat Rahel, two miles south of Jerusalem, that has similarities to the palace at Samaria. Its location
compares to the location of the Baal Temple of Samaria, which was outside the acropolis of the city. The reaction of the populace to
the destruction of the temple of Baal is similar in nature to the purge orchestrated by Jehu some years earlier. All evidences of the
previous regime were eliminated. In New Kingdom Egypt, Thutmose III attempted to destroy all vestiges of the reign of Hatshepsut,
while Horemheb (and others) did the same to the Aton kings.(IVP Background Commentary - OT - page 444)

2 Chronicles 23:18 Moreover, Jehoiada placed the offices of the house of the LORD under the authority of the Levitical
priests, whom David had assigned over the house of the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is written in
the law of Moses–with rejoicing and singing according to the order of David.

whom David (KJV): 1Ch 23:1-24:31 
as it is written (KJV): Nu 28:1-31 
by David (KJV): Heb. by the hands of David, 2Ch 29:25 1Ch 25:1-31 

Moreover, Jehoiada placed the offices of the house of the LORD under the authority of the Levitical priests, whom David
had assigned over the house of the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is written in the law of Moses–with
rejoicing and singing according to the order of David.

Believer's Study Bible - The role of David in establishing the religious services of the house of the Lord is underscored here. The
reference to the Torah as "the Law of Moses" indicates the numerous titles ascribed to God's Word in the O.T. (cf. 17:6-9, note; 1
Chr. 29:29, note).
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2 Chronicles 23:19 He stationed the gatekeepers of the house of the LORD, so that no one would enter who was in any way
unclean.

porters (KJV): 1Ch 9:23,24 26:1-32 

He stationed the gatekeepers of the house of the LORD, so that no one would enter who was in any way unclean

Walton - gatekeepers. The doorkeepers were evidently royal guards who were responsible for the entrance to the temple precinct
by which the king normally passed (see also 1 Kings 14:28; 2 Kings 11:19). The exact route from the temple to the palace is unclear.
It may have been south between the temple mount and the City of David. (IVP Background Commentary - OT - page 444)

2 Chronicles 23:20 He took the captains of hundreds, the nobles, the rulers of the people and all the people of the land,
and brought the king down from the house of the LORD, and came through the upper gate to the king’s house. And they
placed the king upon the royal throne.

the captains (KJV): 2Ki 11:9,10,19 

He took the captains of hundreds, the nobles, the rulers of the people and all the people of the land, and brought the king
down from the house of the LORD, and came through the upper gate to the king’s house. And they placed the king upon
the royal throne.

Bob Utley - Notice the different groups of Judean society -captains ‒ military, nobles ‒ wealthy, rulers of the people ‒ common
people, people of the land ‒ poor people or parallel to common people. The whole point is that all Judean society supported the
coup and the Davidic child king.

Andrew Hill: The processional leading Joash from the temple to the palace is symbolic, because in one sense Yahweh is returning to
the throne of Judah along with the Davidic descendant.

Frederick Mabie: As the final step of the king’s investiture ceremony and celebration, the whole community participates in a
procession to restore the new king on the throne of David in the royal palace. The full gamut of participants in this event (military,
noblemen, governors, citizenry, priests) reflects the widespread support for the reforms enacted by the priest Jehoiada, culminating
in the reign of Joash.

Walton - Jerusalem geography. The temple mount was at the highest point on the northern end of the City of David. The palace was
situated just south of (and probably adjoining) the temple complex. Immediately southeast was the Kidron Valley, which separated
the Temple Mount from the Mount of Olives. Southwest of the City of David was the Ben Hinnom Valley. (IVP Background
Commentary - OT - page 444)

2 Chronicles 23:21 So all of the people of the land rejoiced and the city was quiet. For they had put Athaliah to death with
the sword.

2Ki 11:20 Ps 58:10,11 Pr 11:10 Rev 18:20 19:1-4 

So all of the people of the land rejoiced and the city was quiet. For they had put Athaliah to death with the sword.

Peter Wallace: Verse 21 brings to fulfillment the Sabbath-theme of the chapter. . . There is joy and rest and peace, now that Athaliah
is gone. A sabbath-rest comes to the people of God, because the foul seed of Ahab is no more.

J.A. Thompson: Athaliah’s interregnum was now over. In a sense there never was an interruption of Davidic kingship because
Joash was living throughout that sad period even if formally another, a usurper, was on the throne.

Andrew Hill: Typically, the Chronicler employs the expression the people “rejoiced” (smh) to signify the fact that the will of God is
now being observed (2Ch 23:21; cf. 1 Chron. 29:9; 2 Chron. 15:15; 29:36). A second idiom using the word “quiet” (sqt) is often
found in Chronicles to denote divine blessing on those who are obedient to God’s word (cf. 1Ch 4:40; 22:9; 2Ch 13:22; 14:4-5). The
biblical adages hold true: The violence of the wicked returns to them (Ps 7:15-16; Pr 26:27; Eccl. 10:8), and the judgment of the Lord
leads to “quietness” in the land (Ps. 76:8).
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F B Meyer - 2 Chronicles 23:21   And the city was quiet after they had slain Athaliah with the sword.

This was a great revolution, admirably planned and carried into effect. It was intolerable that such a woman as Athaliah should
desecrate the throne and temple. Jehoiada, by his prudence and courage, deserved well of the entire nation in ridding the world of
her presence. No half measures would have availed to meet the case.

There are times in every life when strong and strenuous action is inevitable if the cause of God is to be promoted and saved. In
many of us there is a willingness to tolerate evil, rather than arouse ourselves to grasp it with a firm hand, and, if needs be, drag it
up by its roots. Be strong, yea, be strong, is an injunction that has to be emphasized even to men who are greatly beloved. The
easiest thing for Jehoiada would have been to shut himself up in the temple, and leave things to take their course. The noblest thing
was to come forth, and boldly confront the rampant evil of his time. So God’s call rings out for helpers in the great fight against sin.
Its notes penetrate into the retirement of Christian homes, to noble women and devoted men, demanding that they should come
forth to resist impurity, the love of strong drink, the strong tendency toward extravagance, luxury, and waste. The world is full of
Athaliahs, and it is not befitting that the Jehoiadas should remain at their holy rites and services if there is a paramount need for
action in the world’s battlefield, in the strife against wrong.

The children of God are citizens of the New Jerusalem, but they are also certainly citizens here; and they must not stand aside from
great public issues, allowing them to be decided by ungodly and wicked men.

PAUL APPLE - DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Raymond Dillard: The economic and power structures in societies in the ancient Near East revolved around three foci: the
governmental, religious, and private sectors. Behind the details of Jehoiada’s coup in both Kings and Chronicles, it is possible
to speculate regarding the tensions between these three power centers in Israel. The installation of a monarchy owing its existence
to the cult and under the regency of the high priest may reflect the consolidation of political power in the hands of the temple; in the
Chronicler’s account, the temple officers along with tribal leaders from outside Jerusalem appear to have cooperated not only in a
religious reform but also in curtailing the power of the monarchy. The tension between temple and monarchy may also underlie
some of the events recorded in 2 Chr 24.

August Konkel: The Levites and the people are given a much more significant role in the coup of Jehoiada than in the parallel
account in Kings. Jehoiada made a covenant with key military officers. These officers solicited broad popular support among the
Levites and tribal leaders, so the people were essential partners in the coup. The initial agreement was then extended to the entire
assembly. The content of that covenant was expressed in Jehoiada’s declaration The king’s son shall reign (2 Chron 23:3). The
Levites were required to assist the military officers, who were not permitted to enter the temple where much of the action took place
(vv. 6-7). Levites themselves served as armed guards.

Mark Boda: The Temple, that house of worship built by the house of David, now plays a key role in preserving the Davidic dynasty
from destruction. Jehoiada the chief priest and his royal wife Jehosheba hide the young Davidide Joash in the “house of God.” Six
years later Jehoiada finally makes his move, crowning Joash, executing Athaliah, and instituting key religious reforms. Even when
Joash was finally crowned, he ruled under the protective care of what is deemed the positive influence of the priest Jehoiada. It was
when Jehoiada died that Joash went astray, committing acts of unfaithfulness, which explain Joash’s subsequent defeat and death
at the hands of the Arameans.

Steven Cole - A Good Boy Gone Bad (2 Chronicles 23 and 24)

“For of all sad words of tongue or pen,
The saddest are these: ‘It might have been!’”

So wrote poet John Greenleaf Whittier (in Familiar Quotations [Little, Brown and Company], John Bartlett, p. 527.) There’s always
something sad about seeing a person with great potential who starts well but falls apart. We’ve seen it in the sports world, when a

1) Why does the Chronicler place so much focus on the role of the Temple and the Levitical priests?

2) How could Joash have avoided detection for a six year period?

3) What are the lessons from seeing how wicked rulers like Athaliah feel so secure in their position and yet
actually are so vulnerable to God’s imminent judgment?

4) Are we supposed to rejoice at the execution of the judgment of the Lord?
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young athlete blows a promising career because of drug abuse or a loose lifestyle.

But it’s the most sad when you see it happen spiritually. A young man or woman makes a profession of faith in Christ and begins
serving Him with zeal. But something happens, he or she gets tripped up and falls by the wayside. If you’ve been a Christian for any
length of time, you’ve seen it happen many times over. It’s always sad and often somewhat puzzling. I often wonder, “Why did it
happen? How could it have been prevented? Could it happen to me?”

When I was five years old my family began attending a church pastored by a promising young graduate of the Bible Institute of Los
Angeles (now Biola). He and his attractive, musically-gifted wife saw this little church in the L.A. suburbs outgrow its first building and
build a beautiful new one that seated about 500 people. Eventually, as I recall, they even went to two services in the new building.
He was the pastor who baptized me at age 12.

When I was 18, my dad, who served on the board of the church, confronted the pastor concerning what seemed to be impropriety
with some funds. The pastor was using the church offices for his private counseling practice (for which he charged) and channeling
the fees through a fund wrongly labeled “youth camp fund” to avoid the IRS. When confronted, the pastor blew up and called for a
vote of confidence. The church backed the pastor, and our family left the church.

Shortly thereafter, the pastor left the ministry, left his wife and five children, and moved in with a young divorcee he had been
counseling. He went into a private counseling practice and married the gal he had run off with. Later I heard that she had left him
because he had lost their expensive home in a gambling debt. He was drinking heavily and not leading any sort of Christian life.
How sad!

How does that sort of thing happen? How can you and I avoid the same thing? The story of King Joash gives some answers. He was
a boy with a great potential. His life was obviously under God’s providential care. At age one he had been rescued from death when
his wicked grandmother, Athaliah, slew all his brothers. He was raised secretly in the temple precincts by his godly uncle Jehoiada
and aunt Jehoshabeath. Like John Wesley, who as a child narrowly escaped from a burning house, Joash was “a brand plucked
from the fire.” At seven he was anointed as king, the wicked Athaliah was executed, and Joash had a lifetime of opportunity ahead
for serving the Lord and leading His people.

And he started well. He began by restoring the temple which had been desecrated and had fallen into ruin under Athaliah. He had to
reprove the priests and even the godly Jehoiada himself, who were not progressing on the rebuilding project as quickly as they
should have been. Joash got the funds together and saw to it that the work was completed. Things went well as long as Jehoiada
was alive.

But after Jehoiada died, the leaders of Judah tempted Joash, he listened, and they abandoned the house of the Lord and fell into
idolatry (24:18). Joash resisted the attempts of the prophets to call him back to the Lord. Finally he murdered the son (or perhaps,
grandson) of Jehoiada, his own cousin, who confronted him. They even did the dirty deed right in the temple precincts!

A small Syrian army came up against Jerusalem. Joash (2 Kings 12:18) stripped the temple of all of its treasures (which he had
previously labored to restore) and sent them as tribute to the King of Syria. That held him off for a year or so, but then he returned,
killed the officials of Judah, took more spoil, and left Joash himself wounded. Two of Joash’s own servants conspired against him
and murdered him on his own bed. Dead at 47, he was not given the honor of being buried among the kings in Jerusalem. He was a
good boy gone bad. Joash’s tragic story teaches us that ...

Spiritual privilege requires spiritual reality or else there will be spiritual consequences.

To whom much has been given, much is required. If people who have been given spiritual privilege do not walk in reality with the
Lord, they and even those close to them (since sin always affects others) will reap severe consequences. Let’s trace Joash’s history
and relate it to our own spiritual history in order to glean its lessons.

1. Joash was blessed with spiritual privilege; so are we.

As Joash grew to manhood, he had to be impressed with the fact that the hand of God was on his life in a unique way. Why were his
brothers slaughtered and he alone was spared? He was only a year old at the time, so he certainly had nothing to do with it. And
why was he saved by his godly aunt and uncle, who raised him in the ways of the Lord? His aunt was the daughter of the wicked
King Jehoram, who had slaughtered his own brothers. She was the sister of the wicked Ahaziah who was slain. She easily could
have been as self-serving as her wicked mother, Athaliah.

Or Joash’s uncle could have easily decided that he enjoyed his position of power as the regent until the boy-king came of age. He
could have refused to yield power, or he even could have poisoned the young Joash. But none of this happened. Truly God’s
providential hand was on Joash in a remarkable way. He was blessed with great spiritual privilege.



So are we. This is especially true of those of us who were raised in Christian homes. One of my earliest memories is that of kneeling
with my parents when I was three years old and asking Jesus to be my Savior. My parents loved me and never abused me physically
or verbally. They sacrificed so that I could attend a Christian elementary school for several years. They made sure that our family
was in church every Sunday. I still have a badge I earned for seven years of perfect Sunday School attendance. My parents never
pushed me into the ministry, but gave me the freedom to be whatever God wanted for me. They have been supportive, loving
Christian parents. My great-grandmother was a Cherokee Indian, and I’ve often thought that if I had been born 100 years before, I
would not have been born into a family that knew the Lord and taught me His ways. I need to realize that I enjoy great spiritual
privilege!

But some of you may be thinking, “Yes, but I didn’t have it like that. I grew up in a pagan home. My parents abused me and each
other before they divorced. I never felt loved or accepted. I never received any spiritual training or encouragement as a child.”

But you, too, are spiritually privileged. That is shown by the very fact that you are sitting here in church today, hearing God’s Word.
You don’t live in a country like Tibet that is 100 percent Buddhist, where there are no Christian churches. You live in a land where we
are still free to worship God, where there are many churches which preach the gospel. You can read and you probably own at least
one Bible (if not several); if you don’t you can go into any bookstore (or even supermarket) and buy one. You can turn on your radio
and hear programs where the gospel is preached and God’s Word is taught. We all are people of great spiritual privilege!

We live in a culture that’s encouraging us to blame our parents for being imperfect. Granted, some parents are more imperfect than
others! Joash certainly had an imperfect family, including his “dear” grandmother who killed all his brothers and would have killed him
if she could have gotten her hands on him! But if you focus on blaming your parents or your past, you’re really blaming the sovereign
God and not submitting to His providence. That root of bitterness and ingratitude will only defile you and many others and rob you of
how God wants to bless and use you. Focus instead on your spiritual privilege.

2. Joash demonstrated early spiritual zeal; so should we.

Joash directed the priests to restore the temple. We don’t know how long things dragged on, but in his twenty-third year (2 Kings
12:6; Joash was 30) things weren’t moving quickly, so he even confronted Jehoiada (who was about 120 years old, which probably
explains why he wasn’t keeping the project moving!). They got the job done so that worship was restored (2 Chron. 24:14).

Just as Joash was zealous about the things of God as a young man, so should we be. Youth is the time when you’ve got the ideals
and energy to pour yourself into serving the Lord. What a great thing it is to see young people with a burning zeal to see their junior
high or high school or college campus reached for Christ!

But with the zeal of youth goes an inherent danger: it’s possible to get swept away with enthusiasm to do great things for God, but in
the process you fail to build a foundation for a lifetime of ministry. It’s easier to build the temple than it is to walk in personal reality
with God. People can see the temple and exclaim, “That Joash is quite a king! He must really love God!” But it’s all outward. What
people don’t see, but God does, is whether you spend time each day with Him, whether you deal with sinful thoughts, whether you
seek and submit to God in the trials of life. If you aren’t growing in personal holiness and devotion for God, then all your zeal for
serving God in your youth is just a hollow shell that will crumble under temptation some day.

The Christian life is not a chicken coop; it’s a skyscraper. If you’re throwing up a chicken coop, you don’t have to worry too much
about the foundation. But if you’re going to build a skyscraper, you had better dig deep and make sure that the foundation is solid.
Like the seed sown upon the rocky, shallow soil in Jesus’ parable, it’s possible to spring up quickly, but if you lack sufficient roots, in
a time of temptation you will fall away (Luke 8:13). And you will face temptation!

3. Joash faced spiritual testing; so will we.

We read (2Ch 24:2) that “Joash did what was right in the sight of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest.” But Jehoiada finally
died and then Joash was faced with a spiritual test (2Ch 24:17). This was a hinge-point in his life, and Joash failed the test.

Our enemy, the devil, is neither stupid nor impetuous. He is waiting in the wings, biding his time for the right moment to attack. The
officials of Judah did not approach Joash while Jehoiada was alive--the time was not right. But as soon as he was dead, and Joash
was vulnerable, they hit and he fell.

Joash’s temptation was a common one. In Deuteronomy 31:29 Moses warned Israel that after his death, they would act corruptly
and turn from the way which he had commanded them. In Joshua 24:31 we read that Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua
and all the days of the leaders who survived Joshua, who had known all the deeds which the Lord had done for Israel. But then
comes the book of Judges, when everyone in Israel forsook the Lord and did what was right in his own eyes.

The time comes for us all when we can no longer lean on those who have nurtured us in the faith. We must be weaned and learn to



stand on our own spiritual legs. We must develop and maintain our own walk with God, or else we will fall when Satan comes, as
surely he will, to tempt us. The story of Joash shows four dangers Satan often uses to test those who are spiritually privileged:

A. THE DANGER OF SPIRITUAL PIGGYBACK.

Those who grow up in a spiritual atmosphere are prone to ride on their parents’ faith instead of developing a strong personal walk
with God. Joash did fine as long as Jehoiada was around. But the fact that he fell apart immediately after Jehoiada died suggests
that he was riding piggyback.

We’ve always hiked as a family, even when our kids were toddlers. At that age, of course, I used to carry them most of the way. As
they grew older, though, they had to do more and more of it themselves. Now, they’re too big to carry at all.

Spiritually, it should be the same. If you’re growing up in a Christian home, it’s great that your parents walk with God. But what about
you? Do you have your own faith in Christ as Savior? Do you have your own quiet time with Him? Do you have your own desire to
fellowship with God’s people and to serve Him? The older you get, the more you need to be walking on your own.

B. THE DANGER OF MAKING THE HOLY COMMONPLACE.

Joash grew up in the temple. When he turned from the Lord, we find him giving the command for the godly Zechariah to be stoned to
death in the temple precincts (2Ch 24:21). Joash should have at least regarded that place as sacred. His uncle Jehoiada wouldn’t
allow Athaliah to be executed in the Lord’s house (2Ch 23:14), but for Joash, it didn’t matter. When you grow up surrounded by the
things of God, you’re always in danger of treating that which is holy as commonplace. You become irreverent or even joke about
God, His Word and His church. You don’t have a sense of awe about the Lord. It ought to be a warning light on your spiritual
dashboard!

C. THE DANGER OF EXPERIMENTING WITH SIN.

We aren’t told exactly what the officials of Judah said to Joash (2Ch 24:17-18), but an intelligent guess is that they appealed to him
to be more “free” than he had been under Jehoiada. Perhaps they said, “Listen, King! All your life you’ve been restricted by
Jehoiada. You’ve been cooped up in the temple. You’ve obeyed the old man’s rules. But you’re missing out on the excitement of life.
Be your own man! Be more open to other forms of worship.” And he fell for it! The appeal of idolatry is that you can make a god in
your own image, according to what you like and how you want to live, and you don’t have to submit to the living God.

If you’ve been raised in a godly home, you face the same temptation of experimenting with sins that have been off limits. As you get
into your teen years and beyond, your friends are going to say, “Listen, you’ve been missing out on the fun! You’ve never been
drunk? You’ve never smoked pot? You’ve never had sex? You don’t know what you’re missing! Don’t be so up tight! You’re only
young once! Enjoy yourself!” But, beware! It’s Satan’s lie!

D. THE DANGER OF UNGRATEFULNESS.

Joash didn’t remember the kindness which Jehoiada had shown him, but murdered his son (2Ch 24:22). How tragic! Those who are
born with spiritual privilege tend to take things for granted. They don’t appreciate what a great blessing it is to know Christ. The
parents know that God has rescued them from a horrible pit, but the kids have never known the hard side of sin. They’re like rich
kids who never know the value of a dollar because they’ve never had to do without.

If you come from a Christian home, you need to stop often and think about where you would be without the Lord. What if you had
been born to pagan parents who abused you? What if you had been born under the domination of Islam or Buddhism or Hinduism?
You would be without hope and without God in the world (Eph. 2:12). That’s why our Lord calls us frequently to His table--to
remember the kindness and grace which we’ve been shown at the cross.

Joash was blessed with spiritual privilege; so are we. He demonstrated early spiritual zeal; so should we. He faced spiritual testing;
so will we. But when he failed, God didn’t leave him to go his way without repeated warnings:

4. Joash was given repeated occasions to repent; so are we.

See 2Ch 24:19-20. In His grace, God doesn’t leave us in our sin and rebellion. He brings repeated opportunities for us to turn back
to Him. God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live (Ezek. 33:11).

But how strange is the human heart! Joash, who was so weak as to give in quickly to the evil officials proved to be strong and
obstinate in his resistance to the Lord! Isn’t it strange how a young person raised in a Christian home who weakly gives in to peer
pressure can be so strong in resisting the loving correction of the Lord? And yet it’s not so strange, if you know your own propensity
toward sin. Let it stand as a warning to us all! God allows U-turns, but only for a while. If you repeatedly resist His offer of
repentance, the time will come when you reap the consequences:



5. Joash reaped the consequences of his rebellion against God; so will we if we do not repent.

See 2Ch 24:23-27. Note the correspondence between Joash’s disobedience and the consequences: Joash forsook God; God
forsook him to this invading army (2Ch 24:20). Joash cast off God’s rule; Joash’s servants cast off his rule. Joash conspired against
Zechariah; Joash’s servants conspired against him (2Ch 24:21, 25). Joash murdered a defenseless man; his servants murdered him
as he lay sick and defenseless in bed. Joash did not heed the dignity of Zechariah’s office as a prophet, but had him stoned; Joash’s
servants did not heed his dignity as a king, but had him buried outside the tombs of the kings.

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap (Gal. 6:7; see also, 2 Pet. 2:20-22). How
miserable are those who enjoy great spiritual privilege and then turn from God and refuse to repent! They suffer grave spiritual
consequences.

Conclusion

As I have talked with my dad over the years about our former pastor who fell away from the Lord, it has become apparent to me that
he was a man with great spiritual privilege who failed to walk in reality with God. My dad served on the board for years, and he told
me of numerous board meetings where the pastor lost his temper. He never let God deal with his anger. His best friends in the
church were those who pursued worldly pleasure and entertainment rather than God. On numerous occasions the pastor made
comments about women that reflected a sensuality unchecked by the Holy Spirit. And so instead of seeing the deeds of the flesh
replaced by the fruit of the Spirit, he had an outward veneer of religion, but no inner reality. He was like a tree in the forest that looks
strong, but it falls during a storm. When you look more carefully you discover that bugs had eaten the life out of the tree and so its
strength was gone.

Spiritual privilege requires spiritual reality or there will be spiritual consequences. How is it with you? God has graciously given you
the spiritual privilege of hearing His Word. Are you walking in reality with the living Lord? Are you allowing His Word and His Spirit to
confront sin in your heart? He is graciously seeking to bring you back to Himself so that you don’t end up as a good “Christian” who
goes bad.

Discussion Questions

1. How can Christian parents encourage their kids to develop their own walk with God? How do we often hinder them?
2. Can a true Christian fall away and stay away (like Joash), or does his refusal to repent reveal his true heart condition before

God?
3. Does God’s grace remove the consequences of sin if we repent? How does grace fit in with reaping what we sow?
4. What are the main ingredients of walking in reality with God? How can we guard against hypocrisy?
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